
Minutes of the Anmral Meeti of the Rustic Bidge Assoclation, Inc., held
Sa at 00 P-M- at the Musie }la1l of Northfield Schools.

Meeting was called to order by the hesident, lllr. John Hann 3rd.

Rev. Warren SrqTder opened the meetlng with prailrerr

1|16 ssfl of the meeting was read by the clerk, Miss Gertrude Lauber.

^0.1 this tjme the Prestdent welcomed new rnambers and owners on the Ridge -
1tr. & I{rs. Sonos}qy (the &b cottage); Dr. Incy Ell"en Hann (the Mosse cottage);
16'. & mrs. Thornas Xeftey (the Devin-$wanson cbttage);Mr. & Mrs, James ffireerine (the
Stillings cottage).

T?re rnlmrtes of the previous meeting were read and approved as rea.d.

Report of President: NormaIly I r,rould renriew events of the past year. However,

@ a{e insignificant rrben we consider that three long tirne
resldlnts of theffi ffis6El?ilE=ffi*e personal- friend.s--people who|-oved qnd
cherished MorthfleLd. the Ridge was emiehed by their lives.
f am using nV report to outline issues whieh are now be5-ng considered by your
directors.
The purpose of the meeting is to diseuss matters of eoncern. Tn some cases these
are items of general jnterest. In other cases they mry be matters irnrolving some

controversy. In those ca.ses I w:i1l attempt to resort to some formal procedures of
order to resolve the eontroversy. fn any ease, please feel free to discuss ar{f
Ridge business at th:is anmral gathering.
The seatj-ng arralgement was suggested by Gordon Poole. It ls designed to encourage
diseussion and. partS.ctpation. Please let us know your feelings on thls issue.
As I introduce scme of the topics nhtch will be discussed during this meeting, f
wiJl try to anoid. preernpting anyone elsels report,' I want to offer ry ol'ryi corments
on some iszues as r,rell. as convey to yor the rlirectors position on some of theee
issues.
1. Spra;6ing Survey Results - This survey ?ras designed to elicit a response for or

against-spraying in general as well as to find out hor aneryone felt &out the
joU Ue:ng acrne on the Ridge. The third question was interried to demonstrate
ttat ttr*re are nary options shich can be consldered irr order to help people in
the discussion maki-ng process as well as to test the consistency of fesponses.
Ttre sugrey firrlings are 5mportant to the officers arui directors as they consider
future is$ues.
7yfi san1 spraying 3O1[ do not want spraying. I]tis is a general conclusion frsn
question one if one srcludes ttrose respondents who werentt su?sr Inclutiing all
i**porr"*r to question one, 9o% are strlngly or somenbat in faror; 30# are not
sure; arrd. 20S are opposed to spraylng.
Most people are satisfiea with tt e upraying Job being donq qn the Ridge.- 

^25-%
rranted increased spraying ard 257,, wanted. less spraying. $Ofr were satisfied.
ltris is an endorsement of the past and p'resent practices'

Z. Sfpsy Mottr Froblern - this issue will be discussed today. Warren ffier is-
gllp"oed. to report on Town, County and -State plans and wi-It closely track lhe
futrlre plans oi' theue organizations. Mar5r of us suffered severe damage this
past s$ing and the prospects for next year appear effen,!,91ser Though lre are
not in a position to-make proposals todryr discussi"on of the isstle mry prove

beneflcial.
During the past year Stiss Fbances Pearson and others have sent me articles on

theg4psymoth.Theseareavailableforeveryonellperusg}.
The *irectors and officers arJ arert to the pbtential prrobS-em of nelct yearts

ffircsy nottr jrfestation.

3.ffaterComparyReport-.Theproblem!rr}9sn1ingwlelthewaterwa-sffustturned
on was an urn:sual situation '*J-rrop**}f ir*f"not happen again. 1 contacted

the warer "#;-;S 
fi-;;d; tL- ai*ci."* this past probllm as werl a,s prospects
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fcn the future,
The cond.ition of the plant -- the waterlines themselves -- j.s bad. I{owever,
the cost to upgrade the water slrstem on the Ridge r.rjJ-I not be lerried against
us but rather i-s considered as a part of the tota-1 rate base. Th-is means

that the costs rrill be averaged across the conpany.
The $choolrs tfatear Coraparqp ls a prblic utiS-ity whose rates are set following
publtc hearings by the Public Utllities Cormrission of Massachusetts' The
i{ater Ccnrparqy is tbtigated. to contirme to prorride water senrice to the Ridge.
Ttre water- liires on the Bld,ge are being repl"aced. Plans are to replaee one to
two thousand feet per year. fhere ls no fea,sible was to brxy t*rese ltnes.

lr. School Teruris Cor:rts - Marqr of us use the Northfield $chool tennis courts.
Sigttisicant malntenanee work has been dcsle this year on thele courts, Contirmed
donations from those who use the courts ts a signa-l to the $chooI that re
appreciate thelr goodrri1.l" and neighborlines-s.

5, Hleting wj-th new Head of NortMield Mor:nt Hermon $chools. - lfe welcome Dr'
Unsworitr wtro was recently appolnted Head of the School. We had hoped to
ary&1ge to meet hi.n. He is not presently available but Mr. 0afiid PoweIL has
been aste6 to agange a meeting with Dr. Unsworth and the Ridge residents.

6" Special Becognltlon - f wish to e:cpress rry thanks to the marry people-who have
trLlped the ftidge this past y€arr Dave ard LucLa Powe1l" have worked hard on
the garden at {he entrarce to the Bidge. Marilyn Wi-1"}l,ams has been doing a
notable Job prrbl-iehlns and istributing the trBidge Runnertr. The committees,
officers, arul airectars have worked hard. Because everyone pi"tches in. arld
does a slare of the lrork we are able to aceomplish a sigrrificant anount.
$pecial ttrarrks are jn ord.er for Gertrrrde Lauber who manages the business of
tire *idge. S:e is essentia,lly the business lnanager of ttris corporation and

does the lionls shatre of ttre nork. ltre presi-dentls job wevuld be ver? difficult
raithou$ her ve:Y abJ.e assistanse.

John Hannr 3rd.

Report of C1erk3 AIL neetlng notLces were mailed out according to our by-fff{ts.
f,[:i$ffidGnTls'arrnra1 letter, and al.1 other necessarJr correspondence was taken
eare of. We ',rould. li]re to make up & new membership ]-ist for 1981 and need some

,ddress changes. Please not5ff the clerk of arry ehange in address or ownership
so the list can be kept up t'o date at all times.

Ted Fowell stated t*rat since the torn has regular
not inspect otr cottages, should the police need

help State Police will corne to assist them. the torn tax rate fe the nenr
EU
the

y*rr t ns not, been set as yet. The torrn dnrnp rmst be closed and arrangements are
irot complote. All resid.ents should leave their home address at tho Post OffJ-ce
before learring for the wj-nter.

Auditing Conrnitteo: I{r, John }Iann, Jr. reported that the books of the treasurer
wffi in exceLlent order,

treasurerts R.eport: Miss Buth Oard roported. a balance on hand of $2t9?0.t8.
(Copy of this report attaehed to these ntnutes)

Upon motion boing duly mad.e and secorded, it was unanixously
Vbtep to accept all reports of officers as presented.

*m#ffi5L''wiHi #,8ilffr #i::!"s:;#[l;*. :?!'&ffi"ffi '::tu9i":"%flS#- .
iiiJE", Heath Lnrre, East Iane, fr;od Eaf, -West-Lane and f,s6gs l.iqr. I,fe recornmended

that the corner oy trre Denise eottage be raised. and a colple reflecting posts

be p*t in. 1rle a*o recotrunended thaf, a large frost hea'rre by the fub cottage be

rernoved. and the accun:lation of sand ard. giavel from Woodrcuff Way on the upp-e-r

erdl oO tfillor+ f,ane Ue eleaned up. We eon{lntred to urge that the culvert on Wood

wry W Miss cjJ.ers cottage ue reiraced. this had' been on ogr proJect list since

19?B
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Drrrine Ju].y FIr. Walker accoaplished mrch of the requested work includlng the
culvEft orf idood Way. ilis work is good when he Ooes it ard hts priee i-s"ieasonable,
tho problem is to get him to do it.
At the end of last sunrner we had the undergro'rbh cut along North Iane bebreen
West Iene and the sharp corner above tr'Joodruff Way.
Some patching renains to be done but in general the roads eppear to be in
reasonably good shgpre for the type of roads thay are.
We would be rem:ise'"if we did not mention the help o:r president garve in urging
Mr, Wa1ker to conrplete sone of the needed lrork. A3.so Miss Cheek helped by pointing
out to Mrs. Parenieau, chairman of the Selectmen, the need for patching on ldoodruff
1dry and the hazardous bump on the lower end of North Lane. Both sLtuations were

imlroved r.rithin tno weeks. Woodruff -u{ay has considerable traffic year round and

we hopo the tor,m u'ill place it on their priority I1st to be reoiled and stoned
in the near futtre,
The Eoad. Comnrittee always weleomes su$gestions from Ridge Residents for road
inprorements that seem deslrable.

Inseet Control : lr,1r. tr'trarren SnSnCer reported that a mosquito spraying contract
was€g with Bourbeau Palnting rnc* of Montagu€r Mass' The cont'ract at a
cost 6f $350. per spraying, total cost $?Oo. this represen"bs an i:rcrease of $30.
over t'he previous contract.
The following co:rditions were added to ttre contractl
1. The ratj-o of spray (ffatattr:-on) mix to water is to be an accrrrately measured

ratio in accordance with the marrufacturerrs reco$Enendation.
Z. All opea areas wi-thin Rustic Ridge ard the peri.meter arourrd Rustic Ridge

w'ill be sPrayed.
3, There wifl tL tuo sprqrir€sr YIW 23 and July p. These dates lri,,l be al-tered

if it is raiaing or if rain 1s frycast or threatening.

The Mqr 23 date was postponed and the first spraying ues accomplished on May J0,
the second spraying wa.s accomplished on the pnedeterm:ined date'

Sanitation Committee: ltiss Gertrude Lanber reported. that }ff. !ftLllian Snith of
ffited to take care of wa.ste removal at a cost of $375.00
uith the understarrdlng that shoul"d the price of gas increase considerably the
contnaet would be reql-ewed. We wou1d. like to express our tharrks to Mr. & ISs.
Band,ouin for helpi-n to dlstribute the waste rernoval schedules.
Itre ?own lhmp lri1l be open unt11 0ctober lst end. possibly !n!i1 ttsno'w fliesfi'
Ttnu tfidn has a special cornmtttee study:ing the situation and has made tentative
arrangements uith the town of Bernardston to use their durap' the torm has an

"rea 
{n },Iest Northfiel-d fo'r brrrsh nhlch will be avai}able wtren ttre p,resent dump

closes.

noad siges and-Pirgetorlr Mr. Bole1t Bt:T reported that wj-th the exceptj-on of
Effiey-ign, sll signs are up ald' j-n order'

ffii;"t"IHi"-*Y:: ::Hil-f;*"x:.-ii:ffi:f ,?iry: -ffi'*ffi;;;r-ri#il. ldrirS6 ;a l6-ss Dorothy Dorenurs, June 21, 1980. A rytnpatlrv

eard from the Aslociation were sent to the falailies of the deceased'

Upon motion being du]-y made and seconled, it was unan:imously

Vii"e to accept *-f ctn*ittee reports as presented.

Upon motion being duly madl and- secorded, tt was unan:irnously

voted to adopt the Budget for rp$o-Br as presented by the Board of Direetors'
(coP, attachEd' to these mlrnrtes)
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the Board of Dlrectors reconmerded that the Dues for 1980-8t be S26.OO per cottage
arxl the .AssocLate Mernbens dues be $2.00 eaeh.
Anotion was duly made arl voted upon and l-ost by a vote of 9 in favor arxf 15 opposed.

llpon motion being du-1y made and secorded, it was
voted that the Actlve lvierabers dues for the year 1980-81 be $30.00 per cottage

and the Associate Members daes by $3.o0 each. (21 in favor 3 opposed)

Nsdnating Corslxittee_: Mrs. Dorothy l'loble presented the following slate of
Offi-cers and Directors :-

President - 113. John Hannr 3rd
Vice hesr - Ih. Nelson Harris
treasr:rer - Miss Buth Card
Clerk * Miss Gertrude Laube:r
Asst. Clerk - Mr. Edtrard Powe}l, Jr.
Directors - Miss fuances Pearson - Tern Ekpires 1981

Mr. George Marston rt rr 1981
Fks. ,&udreY Parker rr il L9B-2
Pir. Wamer Sqn*er tt rr ]-:982
I,lrs. Ilarilyn Wllliams It rt 1983
Dr. Erie Gardner rr rr 1983

Voted. that the nominations be elosed and the clerk to cast one baIlot.

Ihe Nomjnating 0ommlttee presented a list of Comrittees for the year.
Boad, Comnittee - MPo George Marston, Clmn'

l'1ro Gordon Poole
Mr. Nelson Harris

- lIlss Gertrude Lauber, Chsrr.
lfus. Eugene Baudouin
Mr. flLoyd Rusk

- Mro Robert Broun, CfgItrI.
Rev. Keruteth Page
Mr. John Hann, Jr.

Tnsect Control - Mr. Wamen Srqder, Chrln.
Mrs" tsrgene Baudouin

Necro1.ogy - Hrs. Bernice RubYor

$anitation

Road Signs and
Directory

voted that the list of cormittees be referred' to the Board of DSrectors for
ra.ttfication and appoint'ment'

I4r. Srqder reported on conditton of Gypsy Moth stating that the state ha'q

made no prorrision for sprqfi-ng, the Cffilnty is waj-ting for the State ard the

Town is waiting ror totl, = rt-is reeornmretded that lw1qeng.paint the egg masses

rith creosote' a up*"fai meeting on thg Clnpsf Moth siluatlon will be held in
Greenfield on ,tuggsi ZOtf. u1ten rEpresentat]-vei fro* the Statee County and Torns

wL}1 be Present,.

l,lrs. Marilyn trilliatljs aluloullced that copies of the itBidge.Runnert'were ana:i-Lable

to those who may not trave ruc*rvea-nrr* Lno, trrat tiage-riistori"s can be bad at $1"50'

Ted pcru,elI announced the new nurber for contactj-ng the t'oan police - 772.Cl658'

ltrere being no firrther business to come before the meetimg' motion was made to

adjourno Mr' o;i;" rl"i" 
"rosee 

the meetine 1fiith praryer'

T}rroughthekirrlrressofMrs.NaneyHannpunchandcakewassexsed.
ResPectfrfllY submitt'ed' ' -b

/*,t1",/, X! {*'-t'uu
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