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THE STORY OF THF] NOR'IHFIELD CHATEAU

ldi.th ro::rantic'Lales of medieval lords and ladies.i-n mtnd, the traveler i:l

Europe e:cpects to flnd tuz"reted castles on every hill and baronial iliansj-+ns ln

ever:y val-e, but lt ie a gi'*at surprise to find a remarkably authentie Freneh

ehabeau in Pioneer Valley ln New England. Many a visitor has asked the question;

I'Hcw' did this mosL un-colcnj-al riot of sculpLured chimneys,
cupolas, capitals and friezes happen to be built in the
hearb of colonial New England?tt

tike so many things ln Northfield, the answer goes baek to the most famous

nati.,re son, Dwight t. Ivlaody, though he him;;elf would never have been guilty of

such a romantj.c anachronism. In the winter of 1889-90 Mr. Irtoody was conducting

a series of meetings in New Yor"k Ciby, and among those interested was a wealthy

old Ne'w York family by the name of ScheIL. Ther? were four distlnguished brothers;

Edt^iard, a banker; AugusLusr a noted lawyer; Richard, congressman; and RcoberLn a

dlamond merchant vrho latei: became president of the Barrk of the Metropolis. The

only surviving heir in a1,1 four famil-ies was Francis Robert, the builder of the

Chateau, who had gradu.ated from Yale and was preparing to become a lawyer.

Francis Robert Sehell and his wife were deeply religlous. They were greatly

attraeted to trtr. Moody, and through hj-ra became much interested in the sunmer con-

ferenees in Ncrthfi-eld. As t,hey were also looking for a summer place, they asked

Itfr. Moody if such a'pIace could be found in Northfield.

trCertai-nlyrrr boomed I4r. Moody in his hear"by way. rUust go up
and look around for yourself. When you get there, ask for roy
nephew, funbert Moody, at the Hotel. Herll help you find a place"r'

Mr. and Mrs. Schell arrived in Northfield JuIy J, 1890, and stayed at the

Hotel while they l-ooked for a house. In the area where the Chateau now stands,

four large houses had been bui1t. Entraneed by the vi-ew, the 5che11s rented the

house at the crest of the h111 and moved in for the summer. They enjoyed the view

so much that toward the end cf the summer Mr" Schell- went to A.mbert Moody and

said, ilI uant to own this place" The view is one of the most beautiful I have

e\rer seen, and I have seen lovely vi-ews all over Europe,rl
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So Mr. Schell boughL the house, with about ten acres of rough pasture land

around it, and for the next ten years this was their summer home. Every year they

bought more land, irnproved the grounds, and made changes in the house, finally

adding a brick wing four storles high. They now had a house of about forby rooms,

the largest ln Norihfield, whlch would seem to have been enough for a summer home

for two people. Two reasons have been given for their decisi.on to tear dovnr this

house and build another in its place. Janet Mabie, in her bookrrThe Years Beyondrrl

writes;

Though the story rnay welJ- be apocr;4phal, a smaI1 ridj-culous thing
is saicl to have touched off the nexb, deci-sive step. Suddenly
the Schells found themselves and their house dominated by a singu-
Iarly aggressive army of ants,
rrWhy, l-ook at themlrr fumed Mr. ScheLL. trTheytre defying us to
drive them out. WeIl, they donrt know about lre.o. f can be obstinate
t o o .  r f

Mrs. ScheIL asked indulgently what he was going to do.
rrTear down this house and build one they cantt get lntolrf he
replled happil-y.

Ambert Moo{y says nothing about the ants, but attributes the reason for

rebuildlng to another cause. In 1900 Robert Schell, Sr,, died, and hi-s son

lrherited not only his fatherl s large fortune, but also that of the three wealthy

uncles" A palatial summer home had J-ong been almost an obsesslon with him, and

now he had a ehance to realize his dreams.

rrI care nothing about a yachtrtr he sald. rrI care nothing about horses, except

for a good teanr for driving. I care nothing about many things for which wealthy

men usually care. The one thing I do want and always have wanted is a love1y country

pIace. Now I shall- have it, and in the place that suits me perfeetly, in North-

field, where I have one of the most beautiful views that I have ever seen.rl

He secured the services of Bruce Price, then considered one of the leading

archltects irr America. Among his most famous buildings were the Chateau Frontenac

i"n Quebec, the Gould mansion in Lakeville, New Jersey, and the Wesson House ln

Sprj-ngfleld. Now that the dream of his llfetime was about to be realizedo Mr, 5che11
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and the architect spent many long hours poring over plans. Mr. Schell had traveled

a r - l - o n q i t r o - l  r r  i n  H '*. -Jurope, and r,',ranted incorporated ln his ovm house many of the features

he had admired in the fine old country houses he had visited i-n Franee and England.

Some say the plan finally agreed upon was based on Le Chambord, in the Loire valley

southwest of Paris. This is one of the great houses in the chateau country and at

one t jme'r ,uas the favori te residence of Francis I .  But Emily Post,  Mr. Pr icers

daughter, stated ca,tegoricatly lhat fhe Chateau was no copy of Le Charnbord for the

good and sufficient reason that her father was no copyist for Mr. Schel1 or anyone

a ' l  c a

However that may be, the Northfield Chateau ha,s many features similar to

Le Chateau Chambordo the most striking being a very unusual ltdouble revolutionrl

spiral staircase, said'bo be found only in these two houses.

lvlr. Price may not have been a copyist, but I am sure he must have compromised

his architectural principles in order to include in the house the many unusual

features which lvlr. Schell insisted must be included. With feudal grandeur in mlnd,

Mr. Schell wanted a huge central hall, a grand staircase, and many spacious rooms

for entertaining guests. And he had a great fondness for towers and cj.rcula,r rooms,

and circular rooms in a square house caused much waste space, many queerly shaped

rooms, and complex passage ways.

After making his wishes knoi,vn, It{r. Schell lelt details of construction entirely

in the hands of the architect, and he and Mrs. ScheIL departed for an exLenslve tour

of Europe. Construction was started i-n 1901 and was completed in I9O3, No one knows

Irhat it cost, and no one seemed to care. It is cerbain that it could ha'rre been built

only b;r an eccentric rnillionaire who cared nothlng about the cost of either con-

struction or upkeep.

n-^ +l.i-^ "pon r,vtrich Mr. Schell had i::sisted was that the house inias to standv r l s  u r r l r s  u

as high in the air as possible so tha,t nothing could obstruct the vieiv. To get

further heighto a neighboring hill wa,s leveJed off and the earth brought in to
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elevate the slte on whieh the house rias to be built. A narrow gauge traek was

laid from the hilJ- to the building site, and an engine and dump carts vrere pro-

vided to faejl-itate the work of forty-tr,ro Italian laborers who were brought in

for this purpose. They were housed in temporary barracks jn a field back of the

Hofe1, and some of the older residents recall that in the evenings the r,rorlslen

r''rould sit outside thei-r baruaeks singing Italian folk songs, to the interest and

delight of the Norbhfield youngsters.

Another Northfield legend tells how a team of horses fell over the edge of

a deep ditch that v'ras jn the process of bejng filled in. As it was impossible to

get them out, they were dispatched and burled where they 1ay, somewhere under where

the Chateau now stands.

Mr. Schel1 kept in touch with the architect by mail, but never saw the house

until it was completed, He told Mrs. Schell nothlng about it, except that he was

building for her a suitable sunmer horne in Northfj-e1d. She probably expected

something rather 1arge, but she was not prepared for anybhing on such a grand

scale. 11 is said that i,rhen she returned and first saw the Chateau, she sat dolun

on the steps and crj-ed, Some who knew her doubt this story as they say her temper-

ament was such that she would neither sit dolun on the steps nor cry i*r public.

In any case, her flrst view of the Chateau must certainly have given her a

shock, For a sunmer home for a fan11y of tr,,ro here rnras a castle 130 feet long by

'l?A faai r^rirlo "'ith towers and gables rising flve stories high. If she ever took+ / v  t v v v

time to go through the wtrole house, which I doubt, she could have counted arpund

125 rooms, if store rooms, halIways, stair wells and all are included. There are

six parlors, not counting social rooms for the staff ln the basement, thirty-six

bedrooms, twenty-three bathrooms, twenty-two fireplaces, a billiard room, a li"brary,

a formal dining room and a breakfast room, and a private chapel.

A rather awe-struck reporter for the Greenfleld Gazette and Courier vislted

the Chateau in.|rrne- lqo?- f irst fsf6re the Schells moved in. He wrote ( j l  substance):
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Birnam House, the elegant new country residence of F, Robert
. Schell  of I Iew York, is one of the f inest pieces of architec-

tu::e in the sta,te " The e:C,erior is on the plan of a French
ehateau, r.rhile the interior is of o1d English style. The
huge foundati-on is of Northfield trap rock, much of it above
ground, rrith uride openi:rgs spanned ruith large arehes, giving
an impi'ession cf strength and massiveness. The superstructure
is of light bricl<, with 'berra cotta trinrmings. The room is
of slate, the circul-aLrbowers l'rith copper fi:rials adding
beau-ty 'bc lhe gener"al effect.

Tirirty grani-te si;eps lead to a broad terrace, which almost
ccnpletely surrounds bhe building, anC from iririch is obtained
an unsui'i:assed viel,,r of the Connecticrrt Valley and the sur-
rcunding hiIIs" The entrance is flanked by twin towers,
bei,i,reen which are three arched entrances.

The ma,jri hall runs the entire length of the building, frotn
the arched entrances on the ea,st to the large bay winclow a'u
ihe opposite end of the bulIdj:rg, It is really three hal-Is,
so planned fhet for entertai.:rment purposes they can be thrown
together, maki.::g one halJ. tr,venty-three feet wide ancl nearly
one hundred feeL Iong, capable of seati-ng over ttro hundred
guest s.

These three connecting ha1ls are most impresslve, t+ith ornate-
1y Cecorated ceilinl;s, brocade covered uaILs, glittering
chandeliers, and massive furnlshings. The mamrooth fireplace
in l,^[est HalI is seven feet high b]' six feet wide, and the one
in East Hall is almost as large. These fireplaces are li::ed
v'rith metal on r,.uhich is embossed the Schell family crest, a
fox on a mitre.

The nriniature private chapel has all the correct liturgical fi-ttings"

ft is built in the forrn of a cross and fi-nished in hard wood. The windovrs are

of cathedral gla,ss; those in the chancel bear the coat of arms of the Schell-

Fq*.il.. ..,.i*1., q -ose on one side a.ncl a cornflower on the other; emblems of hisl  arr-L-LJ ,  vv r  ul l  q l

Engl5-sh and. Genna.n ancestr;'. 0n a corresponding rvirtdow in the transept is found

the cresi; of l"trs. Schellrs fainily, r,vhich is an oak tree surrounded by fhs it-

scr i l r t lonrr$r-rb robore vir tus.r t  0n ei ther side of the crest are the rose and the

thistle indlca"bing her English and Scotch ancestry. (It is from the oak tree in

Mrs. ScheILrs fani iy crest that the house derived i ts namerrBi-rnamrrtal l t ld ing to

ihe ba.ttle in Scotland in which oak bouehs viere carried to concea,l the size of

\
l"i'Le 8.i'IflJr' /
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The chapel had one entrance for the fanil;r, and another for guests coming

frorrr tire outside, r,rith places in the gal-lery for the household staff, Vesper

sey'vices r,,rere held regularly every Sunciay driring t'he summer, led either by a guesf

^'l:-ntmqn nr t-rr the rector of the Episcopal Chr_rrch j-n Greenfield, Guests at L,hev $ / 4  S J r r r s , r r  v r  v J

IIo'leI and other friends fro:n the tolm i"rere invited il for the service.

There are four mep*ns of access from the first to the second floor. Tirere

is the grand stairease, very i-mtrrressive, r,,iith its wide marbl-e steps and rrgou.ght

iron banisters. There is the double revolution spiral stairca.se, trhich is one

of "r;he:nost unusual features of the Chabeau, It is ciesigned in tr'io separate,

c.rerli;;i;;in6; spirals, enabling a person to go upstairs ',;ithout meeting a.nyone

nnnrint rlnr,m TJcei.hrr iq n. y,anrn, l-ike One l.lr. SChelI ha.d Seen in a CaStle ip

Tl"-.^^o nrrrl fnr sot"ie reason or other admired. There is also a verJr small spifal

s'i;ari-rceise -for servi-ce Durnoses.

The so-ca,lIed basement is actua,lly on the ground -floor, wi'bh trindol,,is opening

onto the passage under the ou'ber foundations. This is tire servi-ce center of the

horr.se: corrl,aining the kitchen, laundry and drying roofirs, r.rork and storage rooms;

r .a r l  .q  qa-nr r . r *a  l . i * ^ l .an  n t in ine  -OOm and SOC- I  a l  fOOmS fOf  the  Sta , f f "  Thefe  a fee ! u v  ! \ 4 v v r r v r r ,  L L 4 r J r r b  a

ti;o or three bedi'ocms for servants on this floor, with nine more on the third floor.

Tl:e Schell-s must have ma.inta.inedL a, very large service staff. Besicles the

'l:u';l-e::s, 
the cooks anci -bheir assisiants, the maids, the gardenel"s, a caretalcer

anc]- a coa.clula.n, l, ' irs. Scirel-l er:rplo}'s,i t"io full l ime laundresses and a fu-ll-"bime

Cressmaker 
"'riro 

i:racle her clothes, but never sarii her in eiglit yeers, The dressmaker

'trorked frc:ir a 1"e.ilorls clum:r4. lreide'bo I'Irs, Schellls nee.surenents. Another ennloyee

said that she llved in ihe sa.me house r,,rith Mrs. Schell for trr,renty-five lrears before

she ever saw lter.

Undernea-bh the ba.sei;leni is ' '"i ' ie celler proper, ',,rhich housed the nachiirer;'

ireeded for the utilities, There 
"rere 

furnaces to prorrid.e bcth stean end hot

=,;,;',:rrr.er heat. Incidentally, ii 1s sa.id j,irat io 'i,e.ke the chil-1 off the buildlng
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before +.he Schel-is ca;i:e for 'l,he sullj-rLer, the fr'.rnaces had to be liept running for

tkiree or fcu: veeks, a.ncl 'bhat just this nreliminary heating cost over" $300. The

Chateau llas lightecl b;' both ge.s and electricity, ancl in the early days it has i'r,s

Ar.m h^l'roF ̂ 'l rn* , Mr. Schell had difficulty in finding anyone 'nrho knew holl|,o run

r"1 ' !  *nic acrr{r"rns11f, .  At one t ine t i re nan entrusted r,r i th this job carne tc l {r .  Hateh

for. 1:e1p. FIe told I'1r. Hatch, rrl r"/an',, to be sure I knor'r t'ftat to do. 
'rflren 

/orJ liork

fo.'Iir. Schell if you nake one niste.ke, out lroq ge.tr So trfr. Hatch spent son:e tjrre

-,ri"-lh hi:n, denonstra"Ling ho"'r to rn;in-inultt'be ihe va.rious controls. Unfortunrl,el;',

' l; l:e ne.n did. nc-r, ler,rn his lesson r"'e11, e.nd soon lost his job'.

lir. Schell toolt r:ruch pleasure in the 6arC.ens anci grounds, end overblie -'ea,rs

s-,i;nl nucir -bi:,re n.n:i thought on the l-ernclscapjng. Adjcining fielcls rrere r:,rrchi:secl

uuri;il 'rhe )roperty incluctecl a.bou'r, I2J a.cres. 0f 'bire foi'"r origilal houses cf fhe

lrnc' I ,  one' , , : ies torn,: lo i ' , i t ' r1:o::ral<e i : .  pla. ice fcr the Che.r"ear;1, lncj  i l ie other t l i rae l , rere

:ir,ovcd to otlieri:alts of }trorthfielci.

A :lor-:ra.rl- su.nlie-;rr ge.r'd:n in the I'ca.liarr st;ile irar; lc.id ouL jusL belo'"i'uhe

Clre' l ,o lu to the sou'bh. I t  ras not ac'bra.] l -y arrsu.nl icn 3. i ; rd-enrt  as i t  - , re.s 'Lhe o:: i3 inal

I:-;rrel- o-l' i:he lani. before earth -'ias brcu?:j:t in to elevate the Chatea,'u',. A der,m r,ms

b'.ril 'b aeross i;he brook l"rhich ran through the es'bate crea'ling a. litt,le lake frorn

oi i , : - l ' :a l f ' -Lc thre:-  - . :c.r* l ,erg cf  a ni-r-c 1-oi :3.  Fc.r  LL:e enterter i rmen-L of his 5r- i :s l ; ; ,

I f : .  Sc1:el l .  i r ra, in 'ceinecl a l i r . i inci  i  in -u,, i r ic l :  l ie l ,col t ' ;hen on:: ' ic les around, lhr;  l rLke and

Li.j'].ler l"j:re :."ti'i'3-i c brici;ie 'ij:-i-ch si;ennecl. fjle st,r'ee.rn nea,i' -i,kre heacl of the J-alie. I-le

F.l:,. ' j"s ':col; 
rrr-'e't i).eligiii -in ".;:L,1,cl:ii i i- ;ues'"e il,ock -Llieir lteaCs r'e:'r t,l1ey r;enb iin,:l.lr

' i-.: .. i1".':r /.. : ' ': i-L s.l:nei]. i,l '--ch 1o,i:r" bl:ii: jr-'L iclui'J-lir i;es. Tjnfo-r.Lu:i:-ie-1--. r s1i-j-ng

r1.l-cccl- :,rasiiecl ou; il:re rla:: ar:r:i iii :ras never z'estorecl.

Ije.i-e in-Ll-reir +.rl.rt"ef,e.l ce,stle on.Ljre r:,;o,:i.,:d h-ilJ- ebove t;.:e'i i-L-ble 
-l 

tlceu 'rhe

Scl:e -]-l-s si:en'L ir'ren1,;--f1-'re sr-r:.lii?rs. Tire;r l"-lstr.al--1-jr ceJrle in June a,ir:l s'Le,;e:1 ru:'r,il -biie

aui.:runn colorlir5 fadecl. ?he to;:t-Ispeor::l-e i}ial.rs icneli rihen ihey:rs3s trrese:r"- ,.: 
';he;'

. l n ' l  I  n : . r i , - J  * , l r c  r . e r - r  - . .  . - r  ̂ . - -  ^ - a  01  - " - i  n r  F ;  f ' l ; - . . ;  f r c *  r L . J . , n  i . on  6 . |  i . , i i c  C i . - . +  ^ - . - -  - . i -  - . ^  r . L ^ ,
- - oa i  CUStO i : i  O :  I i i - - - o  -  - - . o  - -  - , . -  v . l F jT .ee t l "  . l l l e : : .  l ne ; r
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' , j,rere iJI residencen Mr. ScheIL was a strange mi-:,.Lure of sociability a.nd aloofness.

He j-otred to en'bertain guests, but trespe,ssers and pryixg eyes t^rere anathema" To keep

1 1 a n ; r I o  n r r {  h o  l ,,tad a high boarcl fence buili: a"ll round the property, a,nd to make

mat';ers ltorse, it rias painied an ugly red. Thrs v,ias an i-rrita.tion to the people

of f,l ie'bol^rn, e.nci ir {;enpta.tion to the sna.Il boys, Iulr. Schell l^roulcl often cone

^+ ^ - , *  - , . , - ,  -  - t  *+  ^  l -buurJ;r-Lrrg urr.,u rujilbert lvioodl'l s ollfice in a furious rage, a.nd demand that Mr, Moody

ctrop t,il latever he r'ras d.oi:rg a,ncl come see rrhat the rascally boys had done to his

fence, He 'o-l-a,rrned "bo replace the fence -r,,,i ith a fine stone i,rall, but this iras never

done "

llhe ca.s'r,1e-like house, set in lleu England hills, natu-rally attracted the

a-ainci*rr  nr -ar;J l1e pa,ssing'bhrough, and some T4sre not bashful  a,bout try ing to

get a closer vie!,r. And I'{r. Schell l,ns not a.t all bashful a.bout ord.ering them off .

The stor.rr is'f,old that at one time I'fr. Schel-l sent r,;ord to a certain fa,rmer tha,t
J  

* v  v v r

he lranted 't,o see hjm about buying some flat rocks that eould be found on his p1ace.

A lrreek or so later the farmer lras in tovnr anC drove arou-nd to the Chateau. Itfr.

Schell ha.;opened io be nea.r the gate, and vrhen he saw a stranger start to drive j-n,

he peremptorily ordered hi::r off . i'tithout a word, the farmer turned his teem around

and drove away. A felv dal.s 1"aur he received a message from Mr. Schell- asking ",rhy

he had not come 'bo see hj-,ir. The farmer sent bagk r,rord, Itf did come to see you and

rratr n'nrraaari ma off your propertyo so nor,il you can go to the devil for your rocks.ll

At that tii'ne, I{ighlancl Avenue clid not stop when it reached the Chateau gror.r.:rds,

e,s it now does. It continued pa,st the front of the Chateau, dov,rn Lhe hi1l, across

I'1i11 Brook, and on to tr'Jarwick Avenue. Mr. Schel-I rranted more pri-vacy and more

snsc.e 'in fr.onf. of his hou-se, so through Anbert Moody he offerecl the to-un: $5,OOO if

they would al1orr.i him to close Highland Avenue at the entrance to his property. The

Tor,m Fathers of that day did not particularly like the idea, as they resented

l,{r. Schellrs aristocratic exclusiveness, but they did r.rant the $51000, so they

e.ccepied the offer and used. the money to open up Birnam Road.
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Tn qn{*.a ̂ r his grandie$e r,rays, Mr, Schell- uias essentiaily a kind hearted

personr FIe r,ras deeply religious, an active church worker, and had a very great

respect for Do L. Mocdy, He often told Mr. Amberb Moody that there were certain

things he did and did not do in Northfield out of deference to Mr, Moody. Although

the torwrspeople thought hjm to be an eccentric snob, ancl had littl-e syrnpathy for

his strange ways, he did rnany things for the town. Doubtless Norbhfiel-d residents

have crossed the $cheLl Bridge hundreds of tjrnes without ever giving a thought to

the man who gave fhe b:.idge to the town, tr4rs. Anrbert Moody left with her children

some notes, in which she told the story of the bridge.

For inany years bhe rallroad brldge had a lower story whlch
served those rnrhr: wished to crose with hor$es. To be on the
brldge when a train passed over was o,uite an ercperi"ence. The
choki"ng smoke and showers of sparks were bad enough, but even
worse was handling the horses. The horses used to it behaved
very well; new ones had various e:cpedients to which they
resorted. Sometlmes they ].ay right doutn on the bridge floor;
sornetines they ran and had to be guided skillfulIy at the encl
of the brldge to avold crashing into the heai;ry stone abutment
wtrich faced the bridge. Mr. $cheIl had once had a very trying
e4perienee wlth some of his guests and always hated to cross
the bri-dge.

The tlme came when the bridge had to be repaired and there was
considerable agitatlon to separate the travel bridge from the
railroad bridge. The only drarfuack was that there was no money.
Ambert Moody, who lmew Mr. Sche1l very wel-l and had done much
transactjng of business for hlm, was well aware of Mr. Schellrs
rlisllke for the old bridge under the rallroad track.

He also knew of Mr. $chel-l-t s great admiration for the British
a,nd their jnstitutlons and their memorj-als, and he recalled
having seen memoriaL bridges i.:r England. Since Mr. Schel}rs
parents had recently dled, Amberb Moody approached hlm with
the proposition that he might like to give a new bridge to the
town as a memortal to his father and mother. For the estlnated
cost of $321000 they eould provide a useful and lasting memorial.

Thls seemed to please lvtr. $chellrs fancy. He and Mrs" ScheIL
discussed the matter, and Mrs, $chel-l said, ttWel1, we have ofben
given as mueh as $321000 jfl one year. Why not put it in one
place for once and 1et, l-t count for somethlng?tt A.fter some
considerati-on, Mr. $chell agreed to give the money for the bridge.

Strangely enough, luhen the question of accepting the bridge
was brought before the Town Meeting, there was much discussion
and some opposition. Some argued that the new bridge would
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take trade from the Northfietd St,ation and glve it to the one
at East Northfteld. Sut one fair minded voter fron the llori,h-
fieLd end sv'rung votes to the bridge rnhen he stood up in meeting
and said, tiWelJ-, as far as I can see, you fol-ks down here have
been growling for yes,rs because the Moody horses kicked up so
much dust in the streets eoming to the stat:lon. Now it seems
you ale growling beeause you are afraid they wonrt kiek up the
dust any more orf

It was finalJ-y voted to accept a new carrlage bridge to be paid
for by Mr" Schel-I. The bridge wa$ completed ln 1906, and at
Mr. Schellr s request was opened without any special ceremonies.
He sald that when lt r,,ias ready he would Like to have the people
Just begin using it, FI€ dld pr:ovide two slmple pLaques, one at
elther end, stating that the bridge was to be rran enduring
memorial in Northfield to my honored father, Roberb Sehell.rt

Mr* ancl Mrs, Ambert Moody seem to have been the most intimate friends the

Schells had ln Northfield, Mr. Moody hel-ped them in aIL their business affairs

and in srnoothing over mlsunderstandings with the peopJ-e of the to1,vn. They turned

to Mrs. Moody for help In more personal matters. She was often asked to help

entertain guests and Ln her notes she gives the following descrlption of soclaL

life at the Chateau.

I{r. $chellt s famll"y conslsted of hfunself and hie r,'rifeo but
they usually had from four to elght house guests wlth them
most of the tlme they were at the Chateau. They were gracious
hosts, and loved to entertain large groups, ofben havlng as
manJr as twenty-six in for dl"nner, One nrrmber they woul-d never
ha're was thirteen, &s Mr. Schel-l was vexTr superstltl"ous and
would never sit dowl at a table with that unluclqr number. Many
a tlme would Mlchael, the coaehman, hurry to Mrs. Moody wlth an
urgent sunmons for her to join them so as to make fourt'een.

Ialhen one was a guest at the house, one rose at hls conveni-ence
and came dorm to the breakfast room, where the butler wouLd
serve breakfast. Then the guests would go their own way or
gather i:r the upstairs morning roorn, for their time was their
own until two, when they met thelr host and hostess for lunch.
$omething was always pLanned for the afLernoon, elther a ride
on the little lake or a trip to some nearby town.

Dlnner was at seven-thlrby, and usually others were abked 'ih

to join the house guests to add soclabllity to the evening.
Mrs. Schell would greet the guests ln the J-ong hal1 with great
courtesy and dlgnityo but more often than not would havg to
&ipologize because Mr. Schell rnras lat,e. $tre wouJ-d say, rlMr. $chell-
w111 be here soon; he ls shaving,tr $ometimes one could glimpse
a butler going through the wings w:ith a pitcher of hot uat.er,
and some ttme later Mr. $chell would aDpear with vtsible evidence
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that he had just shaved; much as though he had been engaged
ln a German student due1.

In splte of this unconventlonality, dinner was always served
with great formalLty and grace ln the spacious ovaL dlning
room, whlch was very e)-egantly finished.in wtrite enamel. Guests
always marveled a"b two enormous tnlrrorso slx feet wide and more
than six feet high, ln gilt frames ei.aborately deeorated with
golden leaves and ::oses, There were many courses, and dessert
and coffee were served i.tr the drawing room, with its rnassive
frrnishixgs, heirLooms of the $chel*l fam5.Iy. There woul-d
usualJ-y be rmrsic or other entertainment and almost never were
guests free to leave until twelve or one ol clock.

.A.t the time the Chateau was bultt there was no electricity in
town, so Mro Schell- lnstalled his or,rn system with a large series
of batterles in the basement to keep the J-ights going af"ber the
engineer had left at 10:30. $omettmes the llghts woul-d grow dlm
and the guests would have to finish their evening by candle llght.

There was an elegant electric elevator, beautlfully fJnlshed
and upholstered in velvet. It was supposed to be very useful-
to stout l-adies rrho found it difficult to cllmb staj-rs. However,
it sometimes caught between floors and an ironlng board would have
to be provlded by which tho stout lady could toboggan down to the
floor below and safely make her exit to dLnner.

There wa$ a suspicion sometjmes that these power failures were
not always accidental-, for in spite of thelr formallty, the Schel-ls
were great practical jokerso Mrs. $cheIl once had a tiny rubber
tube under the plate of a vlslting bishop, and by presslng a bulb
made the p1a,te move, to the astonishment of the bishop and other
guests who had not yet been initiated.

.And I{r. $cheIl took great delight in locking guests in their roeilrsr
where they either had to face the embarrassment of shoutirg for
he1p, or else stay in their room untll a maid ceme to make up the
roon or call them to a meal.

A psychologist friend of l{r, $chell-rs e4plalned hj-s penchant for practlcal

jokes as due to a repressed boyhood" As the onJ-y young person fu a very d.ignified

fa,mily, wlth few companlons except for prtvate tutors, he had little chance for

the firn and frolic corffnon to most boys. $o when the time came when he could do

as he pleased, his repressed boyish desi-res found outl-et in Juvenile pranks.

One wonders if Mr" Schellts love of lavish entertaining and his dictatori-al

manner may not have been due to an inferiority complex, FulI length portraits

of both Mr. and IYIrs. SchelL stl]*l hang il the Chateau. Mrs. $chell gives an
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irnpression of grace and attractiveness. I4r, Sche1l is small in stature, thin

faced, rather ba1d, and not at aIL prepossessing in appearanceo A.n observant

visit,or wr"ote:

Apparently the man behj.:rd the brush felt that something rras
needed to buiid up Mr. Schello as the features, eize and
personality were not prominent enough. $o he put a red
hunting coat on the castle buildero though he had probably
never been on a horse in his life. He had a team and car-
riage, but that was the exlent of his interest in horses,

Tl^"r-r" +h^ Schells were exelusive in some ways, they seemed to take realr  r r v  * 6 r r  v { r v

pleasure ln sharjng r,rith rnany the falry land they had created, Many a Mount

Herrnon graduate still remembers the glamorous €ven5-ng when the enti-re graduating

class was lnvlted for dinner. And teachers at the Norbhfield Schoo1 for Girls

were often lnvited to brlng in groups of girls for an evening parby, trtlr" Schell

arranged games for them, with competitive races up the grand staircase, around

the hall- and dovrn again. He found out in advance r,rhich girl needed it most and

arranged it so that she luas the one who recelved the prlze, usual\r a five dollar

gold p iece.

During the suffner conferences, whole delegations would be j:rvited for an

afternoon party on the terrace or on the lawn. Ivlr, $chelI took great pleasure

in seeing the young people having a good time and enjoying the place that he

hlmself l-oved so much.

UntIL 1915 the Schells spent actlve, and presunrably happy surnmers at the

Chateau, but from then on their Lives ruere saddened by Mr. $cheIll s j-ncreasing

disabj-l-ity due to arthritis. His health was not helped by his or^m dictatorlal

natureo which led him to do as he pleased, regardless of his doctorrs advice.

At last the ramp leading from the first to the second flooro vrhich had been con-

sidered so unusual and so unnecessary, carne into its own, as this made it possible

for Mr. Schell to be wheeled fronr his bedroom to the dining room. Guests were

stlIl lnvited as before, but as l,tr. Schell was unwilllng for them to see hj-s
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infirnrity, he would be seated at his place in the ,dining noom before Mrs. Schell

brought In the guests,

In the surruner of 1928 it was almost impossible for him to be moved at all,

but he inslsted upon comi::g to his beloved Northfield. So that year he made the

trip to and from New York jn an embulance. That was his last trip as he died in

December of that yearr

It is said that Mrs. $chelI had never liked the Chateau, and afLer Mr.

Sche]-lrs death she refused Lo ]-ive 1n it. $he sti]-l came to Norbhfield ln the

sunmer$, but stayed at the Hotel-, and lnslsted upon having a room on the far slde

where she could not see the Chateau. The place was offered for sa1e, but no one

was interested, which is not surprislngr &s it was too large and expensive an

establishment for any ordinary purposes. Flnally lt was sold to the Hotel for

the nomlnal sum of $341000, whlch lncluded the land, the house, and most of the

furnishlngs,

$ince then lt has been used j:r the sumrner as an annex to the Hotel. Many

guests prefer the rornantic settlng of the Chateau to the more modern comforts

of the hotel properi Here John R. Mott held a prellmlnary conference for the

purpose of maki:rg a,rrangements for the meetlng of the Wor1d Council of Churches

jn Madras. He has been quoted as saylng it was the most perfect set-up he had

ever had for such a gathering.

When the Youth Hostel Movement was first organized in .{merica its head-

qrarters were in the Chateau, and Mrs. Franklln D. Roosevelt came to share ln the

dedication of the spacious basement floor as the first Youth Hostel in America.

PossibS-y the most important group to meet jn the Chateau was the committee

of dlstlngulshed scholars who gathered here for the preparatory work on the New

Revised Verslon of the Bible. For eight sunmers they worked here under the leader-

ship of Dean Luther Weigle of the YaIe Divinity $chool.
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As far as the young people of the Northfield ,School-s are concerned, the

most Jmportant use of the Chateau has been for the annual senior dances. One

could not ask for a nore romantic settlng; dancing in the great hall under the

gllttering chandeliers, or strollJ-ng on the broad terrace under the stars, with

medieval towers outl-ined against the slry. I am sure it would have pleased

Mr. Sche1l to hear the youthful chatter and the rippling laughter, and to have

seen the boys and girls, dressed ln their best, enJoySrrg the place that he loved

so much.

The Chateau is one of the most picturesque landmarks in New England, but

unless someone can be found to underurrite its restoration, I fear lts days are

numbered. The roof is leaklng, the plaster fallingo the glory fadJ.ng. The lake

1s gone, the formal gardens a,re a tangle of unkempt vines. Restorat,ion woul-d

cost a small fortune, and the Northfiel.d Schools, who are the ouners of the Hote1,

just do not have that much money for that purpose. The Chateau is beautiful,

lt ls romantlc, but completely impractical as far as the Schools are concerned.

It is a crrrmbling monument to an age that has passed forever.

Note.

Tr-''"'o c*nxr 6f the Chateau is a compilatlon of inforynation gathered from many+  r r r e  v  v v r  J

sources, but principatly from newspapers dating as far back as LgO3, and from notes

lefb by Mr. and Mrs. Amber{ Moody, which were very ktndly made available by their

daughter, Esther Moody l,oos" Some anecdotes from their own experience were pro-

vided by Mr. Roy l{atch and Mr. Fred PaIIam.


